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means of shaftings, the hauling being done by steam, The mines were capable of turning out 2,000 tons monthly, but the Burma Railways Company were the chief purchasers, consuming about 800 tons a month. The mine has now been shut down. A prospecting licence for rubies, gold, and silver has been issued, and leases of land for the purpose of boring for earth-oil have been granted; but though good petroleum has been obtained, the wells, which are in the Kyunhla township, have been abandoned owing to the unhealthiness of the place. Salt is extracted from brine-wells in the Kanbalu, Shwebo, and Sheinmaga townships. The average earnings of the workers are four annas a day, and the salt produced is used locally, besides being exported to other Districts, lottery clay exists in places. Gravel, laterite, and sandstone are extracted, mostly by natives of India, to meet local demands on account of public works.
Silk-weaving is carried on at Chiba and Seikkun in the Shwebo township. The produce of the village looms holds its own, in spite of the competition of imported fabrics, which, though cheaper, are far less strong and durable. The method of working is purely Burmese, and the patterns have improved greatly in design of late. For weaving purposes raw silk (Indian or Chinese) is brought from Mandalay, and the articles turned out are mainly pasos (waistcloths) of various kinds. Articles other than pasos are wpven only when special orders have been given. The dyeing of the raw silk is largely done on the spot. The manufacture of pottery is practised all the year round at Kyauk-myaung, Shwegun, Shwedaik, and a few other villages on the Irra-waddy by professional potters; elsewhere it is carried on only during the dry months of the year as a subsidiary occupation by agriculturists. Unglazed pottery is manufactured in the ordinary way from clay mixed with sand, and fired in heaps that are coated with clay. If black instead of the usual red ware is required, bran is poured on the burning heap and the articles are coloured by the smoke. In the manufacture of glazed pottery, the only essential difference is the smearing of the green pots with what is known as chaw, the slag left after silver has been extracted from lead ore. The making of glazed pots is a more profitable industry than that of unglazed, as it is attended with less breakage. In the Kanbalu township a considerable section of the population are engaged during the dry season in weaving mats and rough baskets of various kinds. Tantabin is the centre of the mat and basket industry.
The principal exports are salt, which is taken by local traders in boats to Katha from Sheinmaga and Thitseingyi on the Irrawaddy, and cutch, sent by rail to Rangoon by a few Chinese firms which have been established in the District since the opening of the cutch
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